in through the loopholes and die against the window-panes
The learned astrologer* in* Chosen* (p. 311) was Macrobius, and
the particular passage was found for me by Dr. Sturm,'that
too little known poet and mystic. It is from Macrobius's
comment upon 'Scipio's Dream' (Lib. I. Cap. XII. Sec. 5)*
'. . . when the sun is in Aquarius, we sacrifice to the Shades!
for it is in the sign inimical to human life; and from thence*
the meeting-place of Zodiac and Milky Way, the descend-
ing soul by its defluction is drawn out of the spherical, the
sole divine form, into the cone/ In 'The Mother of God'
(p. 281) the words 'A fallen flare through the hollow of an
ear' are, I am told, obscure. I had in my memory Byzantine
mosaic pictures of the Annunciation, which show a line
drawn from a star to the ear of the Virgin. She received
the Word through the ear, a star fell, and a star was
born.
When Tie Winding Stair was published separately by Mac-
millan & Co, it was introduced by the following dedica-
tion:
DEAR DULAC,
I saw my Hawl's Well played by students of our Schools
of Dancing and of Acting a couple of years ago in a little
theatre called 'The Peacock/ which shares a roof with the
Abbey Theatre. Watching Cuchulain in his lovely mask and
costume, that ragged old masked man who seems hundreds of
years old, that Guardian of the Well, with your great golden
wings and dancing to your music, I had one of those moments
of excitement that are the dramatist's reward and decided
there and then to dedicate to you my next book of verse.
'A Woman Young and Old* was written before the
publication of Tie Tower, but left out for some reason I
cannot recall. I think that I was roused to write 'Death* and
'Blood and the Moon' by the assassination of Kevin
O'Higgins, the finest intellect in Irish public life, and, I
think I may add, to some extent, my friend. *A Dialogue of
Self and Soul' was written in the spring of 1928 during a
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